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     Friday 19th June 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I just wanted to write to you following the announcement from the government that schools will no longer 
be asked to provide places for children in Year 2, 3, 4 and 5 unless they are the children of key workers or are 
considered to be vulnerable. I fully understand your frustration and concerns at the thought that children 
will not return to school until September. I have a son who is in Year 5 and so he falls into this group. As I 
write, there is no certainty that every child will return in September on a full time basis. 
 
As a MAT, we are committed to open to as many children as possible, so long as it is safe to do so. The three 
MAT schools have strictly followed government guidance in producing bubbles of children and allocating 
specific staff to those bubbles. This has meant there are very few staff left to be flexible. As well as the 
constraints of staff, space has presented a challenge. Although the government guidance has said that no 
bubble should exceed 15 children in number, the reality has been different. Many classes across the MAT 
cannot hold 15 children, while at the same time, observing the 2 metres social distancing rule. We do not 
have the staff capacity to create more bubbles and so the only option is to create waiting lists for children in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 should bubbles reach their capacities. 
 
All MAT schools will continue to provide home learning packs. Every class of children will continue to receive 
these packs up to the end of the school year. The packs cannot replace teacher led-learning, that is 
understood but it is the best we can offer in the current circumstances. We also understand that home 
learning is not easy and that many children are missing the company of their classmates and the routine of 
being in school. We know this is a tough time for many families having to take responsibility for their 
children’s education. Many parents are working from home and trying to balance supporting children whilst 
holding down a job. Teachers across the MAT are teaching during the day and catching up on ClassDojo posts 
before and after teaching. It is a tricky balancing act for the teachers too. Until we are advised differently, 
this will remain the case.  
 
At present, I am not sure what is happening over the summer break. The government and the media have 
speculated on “catch-up” groups but again there is little detail around this. As I said earlier, there is no 
certainty that every child will return to school at the beginning of September. If this is the case, then Mid-
Trent MAT will consider ways to ensure every child has the opportunity to get back into school or into a 
virtual classroom. The Board of Directors is committed to supporting every child at Colwich, St Peter’s and St 
Andrew’s CE Primary Schools. 
 
As we learn more or circumstances change the headteachers across Mid-Trent MAT will keep you posted. In 
the meantime, I wish you well and would like to thank you for the work you are doing to support your 
children. 
 
Paul Hayward 
CEO 
 

 

 
 


