
 

 

 

 

Friday 17th April 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

At the end of October 2019, I was appointed Chief Executive Officer (CEO) for the Mid-Trent 

Multi Academy Trust. As you are aware, Mid-Trent currently has three primary schools: 

Colwich CE Primary in Colwich, St Peter’s CE Primary in Hixon and St Andrew’s CE Primary in 

Weston. These small village schools have worked together for many years, sharing good 

practice, resources and training. This Easter break, each school, in turn, opened its doors to 

offer emergency childcare to key workers’ children, regardless of which school the child came 

from. 

Last night, the government made it clear that the lockdown will continue for at least another 

three weeks. I felt it was the right time to explain to you the offer from Mid-Trent schools 

during this period. 

 Each school will remain open, so long as it is feasibly possible to do so. 

 Each school will provide a skeleton staff to supervise emergency childcare for the 

children of key workers and for children deemed to be vulnerable, also. 

 During normal term times, each school will provide a weekly home learning pack. 

Teachers will seek out and plan activities that include online video tutorials and 

support materials wherever possible. Some activities will consolidate learning and 

others move children on. It is difficult to gauge a child’s response to their learning 

without a teacher present to pick up the child’s misconceptions and support their 

understanding. 

 School meals will be offered to children who attend the emergency childcare in 

schools during term time. Free School Meal children and children in Reception, Year 1 

and Year 2, who are therefore eligible for the universal infant free school meals, will 

not have to pay. Key Stage 2 children will pay through Parent Pay. 

 Children eligible for Free School Meals (this does not include Universal Infant Free 

School Meals children) will receive a food hamper each week if they do not attend the 

emergency childcare in schools. Each school will contact families known to be eligible 

and arrange pick-ups. If hampers cannot be provided for any reason, a £15 food 

voucher will be issued instead. Parents and carers cannot choose between hampers 

and vouchers. If they are available, the children will always receive meal hampers. 

 Each school will offer emergency childcare between the hours of 8.50am and 3.30pm. 

 When in school, children will be encouraged to work through their home learning 

packs. 

During the lockdown, a number of tasks have been assigned to teachers. They include: 



i. To prepare weekly home learning packs, 
ii. To supervise children requiring emergency childcare (during this time they will have little 
access to their computers), 
iii. To prepare new schemes of work, for all subjects, following the changes that are taking 
place nationally, 
iv. To develop and produce schemes of work for the new Health and Relationships curriculum 
that has been introduced by the government.  
 
Many of the teachers have children themselves and so they will be working from home whilst 
at the same time supporting home learning for their own children. Families have been 
provided with teachers’ contact details and teachers have been asked to check their emails 
or Class DoJo social media tool daily.  Teachers are not in a position to offer 1-2-1 support to 
children throughout the school day. They will not have access to the many resources they use 
in school and will not have the intimate understanding of each child’s education needs that a 
classroom setting allows. 
 
If you make an enquiry to your child’s class teacher about your child’s home learning, please 
be patient when waiting for a response. As I have explained, teaching staff will be engaged in 
many other activities and so will not be monitoring their emails/Class DoJo on a minute-by-
minute basis. 
 

As a father of three children, I understand the difficulties of engaging children in home 

learning whilst, at the same time, working from home. Like you, I am worried about the 

impact the lockdown is having on my children’s education. There is no precedent to our 

current situation and so schools are trying to provide an education for their children from a 

distance, based on the resources that are available to them. This is no easy task as learning is 

greatly about that close interaction between pupil and teacher. This is where you are being 

asked to step in. Over the next few weeks, use the materials offered by your child’s school as 

a basis for their home learning. Add to it and adapt it as you go along. If your child is stuck 

and becoming disaffected, move on to something else. Learning is a long-term change in a 

child’s memory - it is the new stuff that sticks. At the weekend, I taught my son to repair a 

puncture in his bike tyre inner tube. We talked about air pressure, spokes, valves, adhesives, 

patches, tyre levers and quick release wheels. New learning. 

Mid-Trent schools will continue to support families to the best of their abilities and look for 

innovative ways to bridge the gap between home and school where possible. I wish you a 

productive and safe time with your families. 

Paul Hayward 

CEO Mid-Trent MAT 


