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Colwich Church of  England Primary 
School is a very special place and we are 
delighted to welcome you and your child. 
As a village school we value our close 
links with the local community and our 
local church, St Michael and All Angels. 
Our aim is to create an environment that is rich in 
learning opportunity and in which each child feels 
a sense of being valued as a person; as a member 

Dear Parents and Carers

of society and as a member of the wider Christian 
community. We emphasise the importance of 
developing the child as a whole person within a 
community of caring relationships.

We believe that a strong partnership between 
parents, teachers, governors, church and pupils is 
vital if our children are to reach their full potential; 
academically, socially and spiritually. Many visitors 
comment on the special caring ethos of the school 
and we believe that the quality of relationships, 
based on Christian values, within the school 

environment is central to making it a happy, 
productive and secure place for our children.

Whilst this prospectus will give you a flavour of 
school life, I would like to extend an invitation for 
you to visit the school and see us at work. Please 
contact the school office to arrange a visit. You 
will be assured of a warm welcome by staff and 
children.

Alison De Ste Croix, Headteacher



Miss Charlotte Sparrow founded 
Colwich School in 1827 and we hold 
a service each year to give thanks 
for the part she played in the life of  
Colwich School and in Colwich village 
community. 
At the beginning of the 19th century, Charlotte saw 
the need for all the children of the community to 
have an education. In 1827 she opened Colwich 
School in the old school house. She paid for 
everything herself, including the salaries of the 

Our History

‘The impact of  the Christian character is 
widespread and extends into family and 

parish life so that the school’s mission to create 
‘learners for life’ is fulfilled.’ 

SIAMS
(Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools)

Our School

Colwich Church of  England Primary 
School is situated in the attractive 
and historical Staffordshire village of  
Colwich and primarily serves the village 
of  Colwich and the neighbouring 
village of  Little Haywood.

The school is a Church of England co-educational 
day school for children aged 4-11 and is part of 
the Mid-Trent Multi Academy Trust along with 
St. Peter’s CE Primary School in Hixon and St. 
Andrew’s CE Primary School in Weston. We provide 
a high quality education within a rich and well-
balanced curriculum for children in their Early Years 
through to Year 6.

The school is currently organised into seven 
classes, which are accommodated in the old school 
building, a listed building of great character and 
interest and the newer school building just across 
the playground.

teachers, books, materials and repairs. The total 
costs for a year came to £180.

In many ways Charlotte Sparrow was ahead of her 
time. She had a vision of what she wanted for the 
people of her local community and made practical 
plans to achieve her goals. She clearly understood 
the importance of both education and religion in 
improving everyday life for individuals and their 
families.  

Charlotte’s view that education was an ongoing 
process that would equip children for life is very 
much still part of our school ethos. At Colwich 
School, we mark the occasion of her birthday 

every year with a special service during which the 
children place flowers on her grave and celebrate 
her life. It is an occasion when Charlotte’s vision 
and values are remembered along with her legacy 
to our school community.



Our School Values and Aims

In God’s name we
Learn to Love
Love to Learn
Learn for Life
At Colwich CE Primary School, we try to be:

People who show Respect
• For ourselves
• For others
• For God

People who show Kindness
• Towards ourselves
• Towards all members our community
• Towards others in our world

Our Church

As a Church of  England School, we 
enjoy and benefit from close links 
with the church of  St. Michael and 
All Angels, Colwich.  This is a very 
productive, mutually supportive 
partnership and one we are constantly 
striving to develop further.

‘Relationships between all members of  the 
school community are built on mutual respect 
and are exceptionally strong. Spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development is firmly rooted 

in the Christian character.’ 
SIAMS

(Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools)

The church building is regularly used as an 
educational resource and worship – for pupils, staff, 
parents, governors and parishioners - is held there 
a number of times throughout the school year.

Church members serve as Foundation Governors 
and we value their many and varied contributions 
to the life of the school.  Reverend Davys is a key 
member of our school Worship Team and regularly 
leads collective worship in school.

People who Strive for Excellence
• Who try hard as individuals
• Who try hard in our relationships with others
• Who try hard in our relationship with God

We share values and beliefs based on Christian 
principles in close association with the Anglican 
tradition and practice of the Church of England. 
Our mission at Colwich CE Primary School is to 
help all our pupils to

• Develop confidence and communicate 
effectively

• Gain self-belief and a sense of self-worth within 
a caring Christian community

• Integrate socially and later in the workplace
• Work well both independently and as part of a 

team
• Strive towards fulfilling their potential both 

academically and socially
• Achieve high standards in the basic skills of 

English and mathematics
• Respect other peoples’ beliefs and points of 

view
• Stay mentally, spiritually, emotionally and 

physically healthy
• Contribute to and gain personal fulfilment from 

our school’s Christian family ethos
• Make a positive contribution to both our school 

and the wider community
• Have fun!



Safegaurding
Colwich School is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people. Parents can feel confident that robust 
procedures are in place to ensure that all staff and 
volunteers are suitable to work with children. We 
hope that parents and children will feel free to talk 

Gifted and Talented Provision
Very able and gifted children may also be 
considered as having “special needs”.  We use 
a range of strategies to identify pupils who are 
academically very able or who show exceptional 
talent in other areas, such as music, sport, art or 
drama.  As with all children; gifted and talented 
pupils require a broad and balanced curriculum 
tailored appropriately to their needs. Provision may 
include work at higher cognitive levels, making 
use of preferred learning styles and a focus on the 
social, emotional, physical and spiritual aspects of 
learning that help develop a rounded, individual 
learner.

Our Learning

‘Outstanding care, guidance and support (is) 
provided for all pupils.’ 
Ofsted

‘Excellent progress is made by all pupils, 
including those with special educational 
needs and/or disabilities.’ 
Ofsted

Special Educational Needs
At Colwich CE Primary School we have a 
committed and caring staff team who are proud of 
the progress and achievement of our pupils with 
special education needs. We know that all children 
have different starting points and learning rates 
and that, at some point in their school career, some 
children may need special arrangements to reach 
their full potential. 

The active involvement of parents in the spirit of 
partnership is seen as a vital component in the 
encouragement of every child’s growth towards 
maximum independence.

Individual needs may be met in a number of ways 
including:
• Supporting children in the classroom 

environment by staff working alongside them in 
class

• Providing small group activities to ensure all 
children are well-grounded in essential skills

• Providing individually planned 1:1 support
• Working closely with external agencies, such as 

the Speech and Language Therapy Service or 
the Special Educational Needs Support Service, 
to produce tailor-made plans or targets to 
support children in overcoming any barriers to 
their learning.

Our Learning

Colwich CE Primary School provides a 
broad, balanced and creative curriculum 
for children from 4 to 11 years of  age. 
Initially the children follow the Early 
Years Foundation Stage Curriculum, 
then the National Curriculum which 
applies to children from Year 1 upwards. 
Our teachers are highly trained practitioners who 
deliver a skills-based, exciting curriculum which 
links subjects and makes learning meaningful. We 
are committed to supporting individual pupils’ 
learning and preparing them for a constantly 
evolving world.

All of our teachers have a wide variety of attributes 
and experience and are well-supported by skilled, 
qualified teaching assistants who enhance our 
ability to provide personalised learning.

Early Years Foundation Stage (Reception Class)
In the Early Years Foundation Stage there is an 
emphasis on learning through play. Our staff 
observe children’s interests and plan learning 
opportunities to develop skills further. Our 
dedicated team encourage the children to 
fulfil their potential offering a broad curriculum 
complemented by an exciting and stimulating 
learning environment.

‘Children settle quickly and thoroughly enjoy 
the many exciting activities prepared for them’ 
Ofsted, 2011

‘Pupils leave this school as mature youngsters, 
exceptionally well prepared for their future.’
Ofsted, 2011

Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2)
Key Stage 1 builds on the very positive start 
children make to their school journey in Reception 
Class. We continue to provide a caring, stimulating 
environment which supports the learning of 
each individual child. Throughout Years 1 and 2 
children experience a diverse and rich curriculum, 
becoming confident, resilient and independent 
learners.

Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6)
In Key Stage 2 we provide a skills-based, creative 
curriculum which is continuously adapted to meet 
the ever-changing needs of our pupils. The focus 
is on helping young people to become better 
learners; developing their portable learning power 
and preparing them for a lifetime of learning. We 
work closely with local secondary schools to ensure 
a smooth transition enabling our children to leave 
us well-equipped and confident about the next 
stage of their education.

about any concerns or worries which may affect 
educational progress and that they see the school 
as a safe place.

Children will be taken seriously if they seek help 
from a member of staff. Parents will normally be 
consulted and their consent obtained before any 
referral is made to an agency outside the school 
under local safeguarding procedures. However, 
staff cannot guarantee to consult parents first, or 
to keep children’s concerns confidential, if referral 
must be made to the appropriate agencies in order 
to safeguard the child’s welfare.

All staff have attended Level One Safeguarding 
training and we have specially trained Child 
Protection Officers on our staff team. Our policy is 
available in school should parents wish to see it.

The designated teacher for Child Protection is  
Mrs N Clay.
The designated governor for Child Protection is  
Mrs H Vines.



Our School Uniform

Children are expected to dress smartly 
and to wear school uniform for all 
school based activities. We feel it gives 
the children a sense of  belonging end 
encourages equality amongst their peers.
The only items of jewelry that children are 
permitted to wear are watches and safety studs for 
children with pierced ears. For safety reason, these 
must be removed for P.E., therefore we would 
advise ear piercing to take place at the start of the 
six week summer holiday.

Please label all school uniform clearly with your 
child’s name.  

Boys
• Grey or black trousers
• White/blue shirt or polo shirt
• Maroon Colwich sweatshirt
• Dark shoes (not trainers)
• Grey or black school shorts may be worn in the 

summer

Girls
• Grey skirt/pinafore or black/grey trousers
• White/blue blouse or polo shirt
• Maroon Colwich sweatshirt or cardigan
• Dark Shoes (not trainers)
• A pink or red gingham dress may be worn in the 

summer
• Sandals (pink, red or white)

Our Clubs
Our commitment to providing 
pupils with as many varied, quality 
opportunities as possible extends to our 
extra-curricular provision.  
Each year we plan for a wide range of activities 
across the year, which are additional to the 
curriculum and include sports, music, arts and 

‘The high uptake of  sporting and exercise 
opportunities, and an excellent understanding 
of  healthy eating underpin the pupils’ 
exceptional appreciation of  what constitutes a 
healthy lifestyle.’ 
Ofsted

environmental activities amongst others.  
We involve outside agencies for some activities 
and make regular use of the surrounding 
environment and facilities.

Our Year 6 pupils take part in a week long 
residential visit to an Outdoor Activity Centre 
and our Year 4 pupils participate in a three day 
residential visit to Dovedale House in Ilam.

Our Opportunities

‘Pupils have a strong voice in the school and a 
highly developed sense of  fairness for all. They 
very much appreciate the calm, respectful learning 
environment in which they work and play.’ 
Ofsted

The overall aim of  the Equal 
Opportunities policy of  Colwich 
Primary School is to provide equality 
of  opportunity for all members of  the 
school community, regardless of  age, 
gender, race or ability.  
In order to achieve this, consideration and positive 
action needs to ensure that:
• The individual needs of all pupils are identified 

and appropriate strategies are adopted to meet 

their needs
• The potential of each individual is maximised
• There is an increasing awareness of other 

cultures and customs, which promotes 
acceptance and respect

• The environment within school reflects a sense 
of fairness and justice

• All pupils have equal access to a balanced 
curriculum

• All pupils are provided with the appropriate 
learning activities to meet the needs of the 
National Curriculum

• Opportunities are provided for pupils to 
develop positive attitudes as part of the on-
going preparation for life in a multi-cultural 
society

P.E.
• Navy or black shorts
• White Tshirt
• Girls may wear a navy or black gym skirt
• Pumps
• Trainers (for outside PE)
• Track suit (dark colour)

School uniform can be purchased from Uniforms 
Plus, Unit 2, Anson Street, Rugeley, 01889 575515 
or from Crested Schoolwear, 5 & 6 St Mary’s Mews, 
Stafford ST16 2AP, 01785 748481.



Contact Details

Headteacher  Alison De Ste Croix

Chair of Governors  Mrs M Evans

Colwich CE Primary School, Main Road, Colwich, Stafford, Staffordshire, ST17 0XD

Tel  01889 881286

Fax  01889 881286 

Email  office@colwich.staffs.sch.uk 

www.colwich.staffs.sch.uk 


