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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
Letter from Mid-Trent Multi Academy Trust Board to the Families of Children at Colwich and St Andrew’s Primary 

Schools 
 

The Trust is writing to you to make you aware of the changes that will be taking place in two of the three Mid-Trent 
schools. As you are aware, there are currently seven year groups and seven classes in Colwich and St Andrew’s Primary 
schools but from September 2021 we will be restructuring to six classes in both schools.   
 
Generally, schools are funded by the number of pupils who attend. Over the past few years, both schools have 
experienced a decrease in the numbers of children starting in Reception Class each September. This is mirrored by the 
falling birth rate in the local area and also the falling numbers of families with primary aged children living in catchment. 
Over the years, the number of classes in both schools has fluctuated. In recent years, pupil admissions has meant each 
school has been able to maintain seven classes, however, this will not be financially viable from September 2021. 
 
The move to six classes will mean that there will be some mixed age classes.  This will result in some year groups being 
split across two classes. This is the norm for many small village schools across both the county and the country.  
Experience from one of our MAT schools, St.Peter’s, which for many years has had five classes,  tells us that mixed age 
classes are definitely not detrimental to a child’s education. In fact, this arrangement can have major advantages, such 
as pupils having the opportunity to access learning from different year groups if appropriate.  In all our MAT schools, 
teaching and learning is personalised and relates to individual children’s abilities and, therefore, is not bound by year 
groups. 
 
We currently are unable to tell you the exact class arrangements for next year, as it will be dependent on the September 
2021 intake, which is not published until late Spring 2021. Once this is known, headteachers will write to you during the 
summer term to explain which class your child will be in. Decisions will be driven by: 
 

o Progress made by your child over time as measured by teacher assessment. 
o Progress made as measured by formal test results.  
o Levels of maturity and confidence as assessed by the class teacher. 

 
As we are relatively small schools, class organisation will be fluid and dependent on individual needs.  There will be 
occasions when children may be taught in whole year groups.  Your child may also access learning in other classes apart 
from his/her registration class; if this is applicable to your child, the class teacher will discuss this with you.  The class 
groupings will be regularly reviewed. As normal, you will have the opportunity during our first Parents’ Evening, early in 
the autumn term, to discuss how your child has settled into their new class and the progress they are making.  It is 
important to note that if your child is staying with the same class teacher as this year, they will not be repeating work.  
It is also important to appreciate that decisions will be made with each individual child’s best interests at heart. 
 
We understand that changes in any school may cause some concern and raise questions but we can assure you that the 
Trust has explored many options. Historically, Colwich and St Andrew’s schools have operated mixed classes very 
successfully. Therefore, we feel, the move to 6 classes is the best course of action to ensure your children continue to 
grow and flourish, access high quality education in a nurturing environment and reach their potential, ready for the next 
step on their educational journey. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Paul Hayward 
CEO Mid-Trent Multi Academy Trust 


