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Friday 8th January 
 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

I hope that you all managed to have a lovely Christmas.  I would like to take this opportunity to wish 

you all a healthy and happy New Year! 

 

What a first week it has been. Schools were told on Sunday they were safe, open on Monday and 

closed on Tuesday! Despite this frantic start to the week we end it with a sense of calm and with pride 

in what we have achieved. 

 

We have safely set up the school, devised staff rotas and communicated with parents so that we could 

ensure that we could accommodate our 50 critical key worker pupils at various points throughout the 

week.  The teaching assistants have done an amazing job in settling the children in to new routines 

whilst helping them with their online lessons. A huge thank you to them and to the office staff who 

have been a huge support in contacting parents and dealing with enquiries. 

 

In addition, we have made a successful start in setting up remote learning with very little notice. Staff 

have turned classroom planning into online planning, posted recorded lessons/resources and set up 

live chats, all using technology we hadn’t heard of or used this time last year! I am really proud of the 

effort that they have put in this week in both providing the learning as well as supporting children and 

parents in accessing it. A huge thank you to them too. 

 

We have, as expected, had a few teething problems. The remote learning will evolve over the term as 

we become more familiar with the technology and as guidance from the Dfe changes, as it often does! 

Thank you very much for your patience and for giving us the space to get it right.  

 

We have received some lovely messages this week – thank you for these. It has been a difficult time 

for staff having to put aside their own fears and worries to be here to support the children, so kind 

words are always appreciated. 

 

As parents you will be facing your own fears, some of you to will be going in to work every day and 

others will be worrying about whether you are doing enough to support your children with their home 

learning. You will all be doing your best and that is all that can be asked of you. 

 

As always, if you are worried or concerned about anything, or just need a friendly ear, please feel free 

to contact school and we will do our best to help you out. 

 

Once more, thank you very much for your patience, kind words and understanding at this difficult 

time.  Stay safe and I hope to see you all back at school soon. 

Kind regards 

Alison De Ste Croix 

Headteacher 


