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2019 Was One 
of the Warmest, 
Says NASA

2019 was a year when young people called 
for action on the climate. Now, two scientific 
groups say that it was part of the warmest 
decade on record. 

The UK Met Office and NASA studied world 
temperatures. The Met Office studies weather 
in the UK; NASA is responsible for space 
exploration. 

They said that the information they found 
showed that 2019 was one of the warmest years 
on record. Dr Colin Morice from the Met Office 
said: “2019 joins the other years from 2015 as 
the five warmest years on record”. 

So why is this happening? Scientists say it’s 
down to climate change. Climate change is the 
changing weather and rising temperature of the 
Earth. Professor Tim Osborn said: “we know that 
human activities are causing the globe to warm”.
On its website, NASA says it’s “likely to be the 
result of human activity”. 

The Met Office says that one of these human 
activities is the “increasing greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere”.

Greenhouse gases can enter the atmosphere 
through fossil fuels being burnt. Carbon dioxide 
is a greenhouse gas which traps heat and 
energy from the Sun. This has led to the world’s 
temperature rising. 

Some countries are taking action. The 
UK government says it wants to cut carbon 
emissions to zero by 2050. In June, ex-Prime 

Minister Theresa May said it was time to 
“safeguard the environment”. 

Young people have called for action on climate 
change. Greta Thunberg became famous for 
skipping school to protest climate change. Her 
actions inspired others around the world. 

In September, a global strike happened. Young 
people protested to call governments to do more 
on climate change.  

Finlay Pringle, from Scotland, is another 
climate change activist. He told Twinkl that: 
“there’s no Planet B” and that people must act.

Photo: 2019 was one of the warmest years on Earth.

Glossary

NASA National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, in the USA.

fossil fuels A natural fuel, such as oil, coal 
or natural gas, found in fossils.

strike When people don’t work to 
protest something. 

activist Someone working to a specific 
aim.
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What is climate change?

• Climate change is the changing weather and rising 
temperature of the Earth.

• 2019 was a warm year with France, Germany and 
the UK having record temperatures.
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Questions
1. Find and copy three countries that experienced record temperatures last year.

1.  

2.  

3.  

2. What is climate change? 
 

 

 

3. ‘In June, ex-Prime Minister Theresa May said it was time to “safeguard the environment”.’ 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘safeguard’.

   ignore 
   protect
   save
   suspect

4. Do you think Greta Thunberg should have skipped school? Explain your answer. 
 

 

 

5. What do you think Finlay Pringle meant by “There’s no Planet B”. Explain your answer. 
 

 

 

6. Write a summary of the story in 20 words or fewer. 
 

 

 

2019 Was Second-Hottest Year, Say Experts
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Answers
1. Find and copy three countries that experienced record temperatures last year. 

France, Germany and the UK.

2. What is climate change? 
Climate change is the changing weather and rising temperature of the Earth.

3. ‘In June, ex-Prime Minister Theresa May said it was time to “safeguard the environment”.’ 
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to ‘safeguard’. 

   ignore  
   protect 
   save 
   suspect

4. Do you think Greta Thunberg should have skipped school? Explain your answer. 
Accept any answer which refers to the story, e.g. I think Greta Thunberg shouldn’t have 
missed school because going to school is really important.

5. What do you think Finlay Pringle meant by “There’s no Planet B”. Explain your answer. 
Accept any answer which refers to the story, e.g. I think “There’s no Planet B” means 
that the Earth is the only place people can live so we have to protect it.

6. Write a summary of the story in 20 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary that is 20 words or fewer, e.g. Scientists say that 2019 
was the second-hottest year ever. They say it’s caused by climate change. 
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