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Greta Is Named 
as Person of the 
Year 2019

Who is your person of 2019? Well, according 
to one news magazine, Greta Thunberg is that 
person. The Time Person of the Year is given to 
someone who’s had a big impact on the world. 

Time said Greta was their person of the year 
for “showing us all what it might look like when 
a new generation leads”. Greta Thunberg has 
certainly had a busy year in 2019.

So who is Greta Thunberg? The 16-year-old 
campaigner first came to the world’s attention 
when she skipped school in Sweden every Friday. 
Instead, she would protest outside the Swedish 
parliament against climate change. 

Climate change is the changing weather and 
rising temperature of the Earth. Most scientists 
believe it’s caused by human actions, such as 
burning fossil fuels for energy. It’s been linked to 
more extreme weather as well as changes in how 
animals behave. 

Greta’s actions have inspired many young 
people around the world, not just in Sweden. 
In February 2019, students in the UK went 
on strike. It caused a lot of debate among 
politicians. 

Jeremy Corbyn, the leader of the Labour 
party, spoke in support of the protests. “It’s 
inspiring to see them making their voice heard 
today,” he said. 

However, others disagreed. Former Prime 
Minister Theresa May said that it would be 

better for children to be in school learning skills 
which would help them become the scientists 
that could tackle the problem. 

Recently, Greta has been at a climate change 
conference in Madrid. She urged world leaders to 
take “concrete action” on climate change. 

It seems that people have been talking about 
climate change. Collins English Dictionary said 
that “climate strike” was their word of the year. 

As 2019 comes to an end, who knows what 
we will be talking about in 2020?
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Photo: Greta Thunberg has been in the news a lot.

Glossary

generation A group of a similar age.

campaigner Someone who works towards a 
particular aim.

parliament A place where laws are debated 
and passed.

fossil fuels Fuels that are found in natural 
resources, such as coal, oil and 
natural gas. 
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Who is Greta Thunberg?

• Greta Thunberg is a 16-year-old climate change 
campaigner from Sweden.

• She has been named as the Time Person of the Year. 
Time is an American news magazine that reports 
about events around the world.
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Questions
1. How did Greta Thunberg come to the world’s attention? 

 

 

 

2. Some people consider Greta Thunberg to be inspirational. Find and copy a piece of 
evidence in the text that supports this. 
 

 

 

3. Compare and contrast reactions to the school protests in the UK in February. 
 

 

 

4. Do you think Greta should have been chosen as the person of the year? 
 

 

 

5. “She urged world leaders to take “concrete action” on climate change”.  
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to “concrete”. 

   firm 
   little 
   some 
   slight

6. Write a summary of the story in 20 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. How did Greta Thunberg come to the world’s attention? 

Greta Thunberg came to the world’s attention when she skipped school in Sweden 
every Friday. 

2. Some people consider Greta Thunberg to be inspirational. Find and copy a piece of 
evidence in the text that supports this. 
Accept any reasonable answer that refers to the story, e.g. She’s inspired many people 
to take climate action and to go on strike.

3. Compare and contrast reactions to the school protests in the UK in February. 
Jeremy Corbyn, the leader of the Labour party, said: “It’s inspiring to see them making 
their voice heard today”. However, others disagreed. Former Prime Minister Theresa 
May said that it would be better for children to be in school.

4. Do you think Greta should have been chosen as the person of the year? 
Accept any answer which refers to the story, e.g. I don’t think Greta Thunberg should 
have been chosen as the person of the year because lots of people took part in the 
climate strike not just one person.

5. “She urged world leaders to take “concrete action” on climate change”.  
Tick the word that is closest in meaning to “concrete”. 

   firm 
   little 
   some 
   slight

6. Write a summary of the story in 20 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary that is 20 words or fewer, e.g. Greta Thunberg has 
been named as the Time Person of the Year 2019 for her action on climate change. 
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