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Greta Thunberg 
Sails to Spain for 
UN Conference

Greta Thunberg is setting sail again! She’s on 
a voyage bound to Spain with two Australian 
YouTubers and a British yachtswoman.

The activist is sailing there to attend a UN 
climate conference in Madrid, the Spanish capital 
city. “So happy to say I’ll hopefully make it to 
COP25 in Madrid,” Greta said on social media.  

She’ll be travelling on a boat called La 
Vagabonde, a 14m catamaran. The boat has 
solar panels and uses water to power it. Greta, 
though, has some sailing experience.

In August, she sailed from Plymouth to New 
York, to go to a conference there. However, the 
Vagabonde has got something the other yacht 
didn’t have: it’s got a toilet!

So why is she sailing and not flying? It’s all 
to do with climate change. Climate change is the 
rising temperature and the changing weather 
on Earth. 

According to NASA, lots of studies have 
shown that most scientists believe it is caused 
by ‘human activities’, such as releasing 
greenhouse gases.

Previously, on social media, she has said she 
wouldn’t fly “because of the enormous climate 
impact” of air travel. Planes release greenhouse 
gases into the environment.  

Consequently, she’s been getting her sea legs 
over the last few months.

Greta’s had an eventful time in North 

America. She’s met ex-US president Barack 
Obama and gave a speech, urging leaders to do 
more to tackle climate change. 

However, Greta had to adapt her plans 
while she was there. There was going to be a 
conference in Santiago, Chile. It was rescheduled 
and will now be held in Madrid instead. So she 
will cross the Atlantic, setting off from Virginia.

Greta will be hoping for calm seas as the 
conference starts on 2nd December and the 
journey is expected to take two to three weeks.
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Glossary

activist Person working for 
change.

conference Formal meetings of people.

catamaran A yacht with two twin 
parallel sections. 

greenhouse gases Gases, such as carbon 
dioxide, released by 
burning fossil fuels.
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Who is Greta Thunberg?

• Greta Thunberg is a 16-year-old climate change 
activist from Sweden. 

• Her protests outside the Swedish parliament inspired 
young people to protest against climate change in 
many countries, such as Australia and the UK.
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Questions
1. Find and copy three facts mentioned in the text about the Vagabonde.

1.  

2.  

3.  

2. Why do you think Greta Thunberg said “I’ll hopefully make it”? Explain your answer. 
 

 

 

3. Some people believe that Greta Thunberg is very determined. Find a piece of evidence in the 
text that supports this. 

 

 

4. ‘However, Greta had to adapt her plans while she was there’. 
Tick the verb that’s closest in meaning to ‘adapt’. 

   change
   remain
   solve
   turn

5. How do you think the author feels about the journey Greta is making? Explain 
your answer. 
 

 

 

6. Summarise the story in 20 words or fewer. 
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Answers
1. Find and copy three facts mentioned in the text about the Vagabonde. 

Accept the following: it’s a 14m catamaran; it has solar panels and uses water to power 
it; it has a toilet.

2. Why do you think Greta Thunberg said “I’ll hopefully make it”? Explain your answer. 
Accept any reasonable answer which refers to the story, e.g. I think Greta Thunberg 
said “I’ll hopefully make it” because the journey is likely to take two to three weeks and 
the conference on 2nd December.

3. Some people believe that Greta Thunberg is very determined. Find a piece of evidence in the 
text that supports this. 
Accept any piece of evidence that refers to the story, e.g. She had to change her plans 
because the conference was going to happen in Chile but was changed to Madrid.

4. ‘However, Greta had to adapt her plans while she was there’. 
Tick the verb that’s closest in meaning to ‘adapt’.  

   change 
   remain 
   solve 
   turn

5. How do you think the author feels about the journey Greta is making? Explain 
your answer. 
Accept any reasonable answer that refers to the story, e.g. I think the author feels like 
it’s going to be challenging for Greta as they hope the weather will be fine at sea.

6. Summarise the story in 20 words or fewer. 
Accept any reasonable summary which is 20 words or fewer, e.g. Greta Thunberg 
is sailing from the USA to Spain to attend a UN climate change conference on 
2nd December.
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