
Pioneering Women of Aviation Comprehension Answers
1. What does the term aviatrix mean? Aviatrix is the term given to a female flier/pilot. The term was 
first recorded in 1909 in the early days of manned flight.

2. Give two facts about the early life of Raymonde de Laroche. Students might include the fact that 
she was the daughter of a plumber, not a baron. She was born in Paris and became an actress before 
developing an interest in flying.

3. What was unusual about the way Raymonde de Laroche learned to fly? In the early days of flying, 
planes only had one seat. There was no space for her ‘teacher’ and so Charles Voisin had to shout his 
instructions to her from the ground.

4. How did Laroche come to be known as the ‘Baroness’? Flight magazine labelled her this after some 
impressive flying feats. She joined a touring group, travelling around Europe. When introduced to Tsar 
Nicholas II, she was introduced as the ‘Baroness’ and the name stuck from then on.

5. Give three facts about Amy Johnson’s life before flying. Amy Johnson was the eldest of four daughters. 
She was born in Hull in England and she was the daughter of a wealthy fish merchant. She was 
university educated and spent some time working for a solicitor in London.

6. What is Amy Johnson most famous for? Johnson is most famous for being the first woman to fly 
solo from Britain to Australia.

7. Give two facts about Jacqueline Cochran’s early life. What was unusual about it? Cochran was born 
Bessie Lee Pitman and did not like people to know that her family were her real family. She was born 
in Pensacola, Florida and married when she was still in her early teens (13-14). She divorced after 
the early death of her son and became a hairdresser before moving to New York City.

8. Where did Jacqueline Cochran get her name from? Cochran used her ex-husband’s name throughout 
her life and made up the name ‘Jacqueline’ or ‘Jackie’ to go with it.

9. Name three of the ‘firsts’ Cochran achieved in her life. Cochran was the first woman to fly a bomber 
across the Atlantic, the first pilot to fly over 20,000 feet without an oxygen mask, the first woman to 
break the sound barrier and the first woman to land and take off from an aircraft carrier.

10. Why do you think so many of the early pilots died in plane crashes? The pilots who lost their lives 
while flying include de Laroche, Johnson, Amelia Earhart, Bessie Coleman and many male pilots. 
Consider the technology of the time. Students’ answers may differ here since this is a speculative 
question. For the most part flying was in its infancy. The planes were still in the experimental phases 
and safety precautions during flights and in maintenance were not what they are today. Pilots were 
often flying with far less instruction than they would be today and attempting to push the aircraft to 
their limits in order to set records. Any answers that reflect these ideas will be acceptable.
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Extension Activities: 
1. Research one of the other great aviators of the early flying period. You might choose Amelia 
Earhart, Charles Lindbergh, Bessie Coleman or the Wright Brothers, to name a few. Create a fact file 
about their life.

Information about all of these people is available online. A fact file sheet is available in the lesson 
pack to support weaker students’ contributions.

2. Imagine you are at the final landing of Amy Johnson’s flight from England to Australia. She crash-
landed Jason (her plane) in Darwin, Australia after an 11 000-miles trip! What a dramatic entrance! 
How would you describe the event if you were a spectator (child or adult)? What about if you were a 
reporter sent to describe the events?

Students can consider this from numerous angles. The use of a visual prompt from the news stills 
taken at the time of the crash landing might be useful for pupil use. Appropriate planning of material 
should be encouraged. Students might concentrate on a descriptive passage using visual prompts as a 
preparation for exam style questions. Various pieces of footage of Johnson exist online.

3. Your school newspaper has asked you to write a short (500-800 words) article about the invention 
of flight. What will you need to know to complete the assignment? You might like to consider the early 
thought on flight (the myth of Icarus, Leonardo da Vinci’s vision of man in flight) and then look at the 
real history of flight (balloons, early attempts, the Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk). Research everything 
you need and plan your article carefully.

Students might use any number of websites or video clips for inspiration. The clips found may introduce 
students to some of the bizarre and often dangerous extremes people were willing to go to in order 
to fly.
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