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End of year message from the CEO of Mid-Trent Multi Academy Trust 
 

 

Summer 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

As another school year draws to a close, I would like to share a few thoughts looking back and then 
some looking forward. 

Mid-Trent Trust schools started the school year cautiously as Covid still lingered. At times, it has 
been a challenge to deliver a consistent school experience with staff and pupil absences. What has 
impressed me has been the staff commitment and dedication to deliver a safe and purposeful 
education for the children, at times, against the odds. Everyone has stepped up to the mark and 
delivered. For that, I am grateful. 

Behind the scenes, Trust schools are working more closely together. In September, three 
development teams were formed to bring all the teaching staff across the schools together to 
research and share good practice. Throughout the year, the teams focused on Spirituality and 
Wellbeing, Enhancing Pedagogy and Curriculum Development. The fruits of these meetings will 
impact schools as we move forward. 

The launch of Flourish Early Education, our nursery provision based at St Peter’s, has been a big 
initiative. Pre-school children across the Trust can access quality teacher-led nursery provision. This 
has been a huge undertaking and I would like to thank the team at St Peter’s for taking this on and 
making it a success.  

Mid-Trent would not function without the efforts of volunteers. Directors and Governors volunteer 
their time, free of charge. They meet regularly to ensure the statutory duties of each school are 
carried out and that leaders in Trust schools are striving to offer the children the best education we 
can. I would like to thank them for their continuing support. 

Looking forward, a big development in schools from September is the compulsory roll out of a DfE 
validated systematic synthetic phonics programme. This will impact upon children in Reception and 
Year 1, mainly. Parents and carers who have older children will experience a different approach to 
the delivery of early reading. Each Trust school will take parents and carers on this journey with 
them. 

The Government has announced that primary schools will continue to receive the grant for PE and 
Sports. This is great news because we will be able to build on the excellent successes of this year. I 
am pleased to say, for the first time, all Trust schools achieved the School Games Award in the same 
year. Again, this is down to the commitment of school staff but particularly to Laura Evans, who, at 
the start of the year, was appointed Ambassador for PE and Sports across the Trust. She has been 
instrumental in coordinating events and setting up opportunities in and out of Trust schools for 
children to compete in and enjoy. Well done Laura. 
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Covid has disrupted not only education but the whole world and I think about how it has affected 
children. I have the privilege of being able to walk round Trust schools and when I do I see happy, 
thriving communities. Trust staff, along with other key workers, have worked throughout the Covid 
pandemic: preparing meals, answering phone calls, cleaning, supervising children crossing roads, 
teaching and supporting. The list goes on and on. They have remained positive and optimistic for 
the future of our children. The children have been and are in excellent hands. Again, I would like to 
express my thanks to all staff and volunteers who work with children in our schools. 

I would like to finish by saying a fond farewell to the Year 6 children, of whom we are immensely 
proud. They have endured nearly three years of a pandemic and have continued to impress and 
amaze us – usually on a daily basis. The following Celtic blessing captures my sentiments for the 
children and staff moving on. 

May the road rise to meet you 

May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face. 

May the rain fall softly upon your fields. 

Until we meet again. 

May God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 

Amen. 

 

Paul Hayward 

CEO Mid-Trent MAT 

 


