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John Hattie (2009) in his book ‘Visible learning’

has studied and analysed several research projects

and has ranked 138 influences that are related to

learning outcomes.

He found that mixed classes had pedagogical

advantages over single aged classes as it allowed

for more flexible groupings and learning styles,

encouraged children to help each other and work

cooperatively and present more of a community

atmosphere.

RESEARCH
Veenman (1995) concluded from

his research that, ‘parents, teachers

administrators need not worry

about the academic progress or

social-emotional adjustments of

students in multi-grade or multi-

aged classes. These classes are

simply no worse, and simply no

better, than single-grade or single-

aged classes.’



RESEARCH

OFSTED ‘ Made to Measure’(May 2012): ‘No marked differences in learning and progress

was noted between mixed and single age classes.’

Pardini, May 2005): ‘All classrooms, whether single or combines grade, include students at

varying developmental stages, with a wide range of skills and abilities.’

Goodland and Anderson (1987) remind us that children learn continually and found that

on average, a single grade class is comprised of students whose development spans five

years. They emphasize that the developmental range in a combined class is not

significantly different.



LEARNING Learning is a journey, working towards Age Related Expectations.

A wall, not a line:

What is secure?

What are the gaps?

What progress has been made?



TEACHING STRATEGIES FOR MIXED AGES
• Look at the curriculum for the years being taught and map out where the content 

aligns, and where it diverges and plan to use whole-class teaching to cover the 

shared topics

• Next, you can teach different topics by focusing on the individual year groups with 

differentiated tasks and separate instruction, using the following techniques:

Toggling: let one year group do independent work while you focus on the other 

learners. 

Parallel learning: teach all learners together to learn the same content and 

then challenge 

Centre-based learning: divide learners into year-based groups. Then move   

between the   groups to offer support and ask questions.



TEACHING – DIFFERENTIATING

Differentiation strategies meet children’s individual needs while keeping the whole 

class learning at the same pace. Differentiation is especially important in mixed-age 

classes as it allows you to teach all learners together. 

• Differentiating by content

• Differentiating by process

• Differentiating by product



TEACHING – STRATEGIES FOR SUPPORTING PUPILS

Babcock’s 2016 report on applying mastery in a mixed-age classroom recommends 

supporting learners during lessons by:

• Use elicitation tasks

• Support learners to work independently

• Pre-teach

• Use rapid support and intervention

• Question effectively

• Give effective feedback

https://www.babcockldp.co.uk/improving-schools-settings/mathematics/teaching-for-mastery/primary-teaching-for-mastery/teaching-for-mastery-mixed-age-classes
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